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As Minnesota State professionals we 
acknowledge the land and the tribal nations upon 
whose land this work is being accomplished. We 
acknowledge that we are on Dakota land. We 
recognize the Native Nations of this region who 
have called this place home over thousands of 
years including the Anishinaabe (Ojibwe), 
Lakota, Nakota, Ho-Chunk, and Cheyenne. We 
acknowledge the ongoing colonialism and the 
legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and 
settlement that foreground the formation of 
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities and 
subsequently this work. We commit to advancing 
critical efforts to understand and address these 
legacies, including the larger conversation of 
reparations, repatriation, and redress urgently 
needed for the scope of ethical acknowledgment 
to begin in earnest.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Adopted from Equity 2030 Fellows
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INNOVATING TOWARD EQUITY 2030: 
TIMELINE 2018-PRESENT

2018

Launched first MCC RFP

Summer 2019

Developed innovating 
Towards Equity 2030 
Framework

2019–2020

Soft reveal to stakeholder 
groups, Sr. Vice Chancellor 
Ron Anderson, Chancellor 
Malhotra and Minnesota 
State Board of Trustees

Spring 2020

SO-ASA commitment

Summer 2020

Intent to move Multi-
Campus Collaboration 
funding to Educational 
Innovations unit

Winter 2020

Director of Innovation & 
Collaboration hired

Fall 2021

Timing and promotion of 
Innovation and Multi-
Campus Collaboration 
funding rounds unified
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PROJECTS TO SUPPORT
EQUITY 2030
To reach Equity 2030, Minnesota State 
recognizes that it must adapt and change its 
systems and cultures to meet the needs of 
today’s students, rather than expect today’s 
students to learn or adapt to the systems and 
culture of yesterday’s higher education. 
Realizing these changes will require 
intentionally prioritizing capacity-building to 
make change across all levels of Minnesota 
State and empowering individuals regardless 
of title or responsibility to examine, explore, 
and experiment with evidence-based 
innovation to close attainment gaps.

It starts with all of us.
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MULTI-CAMPUS COLLABORATION


APPROPRIATION

TWO MAIN TYPE OF GRANTS

INNOVATION


REIMBURSEMENT
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Educational Innovations sends the 
award as a lump sum appropriation 
to the campus business office

HOW DO APPROPRIATION GRANTS WORK?
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Your campus business office 
invoices Educational Innovations 
for all expenses

HOW DO REIMBURSEMENT GRANTS WORK?
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Two-Year Duration
Deliverables:
• Evaluation Plan due end of August 2022
• Interim Project Report due end of December 2022 and June 2023
• Final project report due end of June 2024
Presentations:
• Present project outcomes or progress at a community event
• Participate in the 2022 Shark Tank Open as an exhibitor (innovation)

GRANT OBLIGATIONS
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PARTNERS, COLLABORATORS, AND INFLUENCERS
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INNOVATION / MULTI-CAMPUS COLLABORATION
APPLICATIONS
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SO-INNOVATORS TEAM SITE – YOUR RESOURCE

https://mnscu.sharepoint.com/teams/SO-InnovatorsS



Applications Available:
November 15, 2021

APPLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT AND DUE DATE

Applications Due:
January 21, 2022
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INNOVATION FUNDING – QUICK FACTS
Yearly Grant Distribution Shark Tank Open Event

• FY16 - $249,840 (Shark Tank) / $157,136 (Open Text) 
• FY17 - $210,830 (Shark Tank) / $240,903 (Open Text) 
• FY18 - $314,659 (Innovation) 
• FY19 - $341,519 (Innovation) 
• FY20 - $279,429 (Innovation)
• FY21 - $271,846 (Innovation)

Shark Tank Open Attendance 
• 2016 – 143 registrants 
• 2017 – 137 registrants 
• 2018 – 173 registrants 
• 2019 – 214 registrants
The next Shark Tank Open will occur in April 2022

Types of Grants Categories of Grants

Seed Grants (for new projects) 
• Up to $25,000 – Compete at the Shark Tank Open 
• Up to $10,000 – Competitive proposal process 
Sustaining Grants (for past funded projects) 
• Up to $10,000 – Competitive proposal process 
Pay-It-Forward (for replicating projects)
• Up to $10,000 – Competitive proposal process 

• Open Text/Open Educational Resources (34)
• Online Learning / Educational Technology (19)
• Pedagogical Innovations (19)
• Student Resilience / Success (16)
• Applied Learning in Technical/Clinical Programs (14) 
• Equity and Inclusion (14)
• Student Services (13)
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INNOVATION FUNDING VIDEO

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ZSIQBTHBMNE
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Robbie Burnett
Director of Innovation and Collaboration
Robbie.burnett@minnstate.edu

Stephen Kelly
Innovation Program Director
Stephen.Kelly@minnstate.edu

CONTACT INFORMATION

mailto:Robbie.burnett@minnstate.edu
mailto:Stephen.Kelly@minnstate.edu


30 East 7th Street, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN  55101-7804

651-201-1800
888-667-2848

www.MinnState.edu

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities. 
To request an alternate format, contact Human Resources at 651-201-1664.

Individuals with hearing or speech disabilities may contact us via their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
Minnesota State is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator.
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